Declare the past, diagnose the present, foretell the future.
functional classes III to IV) (7). In asymptomatic patients, the prevalence of PH is lower, approximately 6% to 30% (4, 8) , but increases to 58% during exercise (8) .
Previous small, often heterogeneous, studies have shown that the presence of PH in patients undergoing MV surgery is associated with poorer outcomes in terms of survival, LV dysfunction, limited LV reverse remodeling, symptom relief, and persistence of PH (-4-9). Significant PH is associated with >2-fold increased risk of post-operative death (7) . Although long-term survival after MV surgery is inversely related to the severity of PH, modest increases in SPAP also adversely affect outcomes (7, 9) . Tilman, 4000 Liège, Belgium. E-mail: plancellotti@ chu.ulg.ac.be.
